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This special issue provides a collection of new interpretations of Africa's international relations. Africa's place in the contemporary international system presents a series of challenges to scholars and practitioners alike. Not only, for example, must we try to understand the impact of rapid changes in the world economic and political landscapes such as the rapid development of China and the growing influence of developing countries in governance projects such as the G20, we must also seek to better understand changes within Of course, the special issue does not purport to be comprehensive in its coverage of issues that are significant to scholars and practitioners interested in Africa and international politics. In addressing these contemporary theoretical and policy issues each of the articles draws attention to, and informs, a broader discussion of how international events and developments impact Africa and, conversely, how events and developments in Africa impact the international. We think this is an important theme that deserves much more consideration by scholars and practitioners. In bringing together the articles in this special issue our aim is to encourage further research and discussion of the theoretical as well as practical implications of the linkages between the international and Africa.
